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Have you ever wondered what your dog is thinking? Meet one funny dogâ€”Enzo, the lovable mutt

who tells this story. Enzo knows he is different from other dogs: most dogs love to chase cars, but

Enzo longs to race them. He learns about racing and the world around him by watching TV and by

listening to the words of his best friend, Denny, an up-and-coming race car driver, and his daughter,

ZoÃ«, his constant companion. Enzo finds that life is just like being on the racetrackâ€”it isn't simply

about going fast. And, applying the rules of racing to his world, Enzo takes on his family's

challenges and emerges a hero. In the end, Enzo holds in his heart the dream that Denny will go on

to be a racing champion with his daughter by his side. For theirs is an extraordinary friendshipâ€”one

that reminds us all to celebrate the triumph of the human (and canine) spirit.This is a special

adaptation for young people of the acclaimed New York Times bestselling adult novel The Art of

Racing in the Rain.
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I read this book in order to preview for my advanced-reader 3rd grader, knowing full well that this

was an adaptation for young readers of an immensely popular adult novel that I had heard raved



about. I have not read the original adult version, only this one (the kids' one).... Boy, am I glad I did!

I, myself, loved the book (this one, for kids); it was a real tear-jerker, poignant, not really about a

dog, liked it even though I'm not into car racing, etc. Everything all the 5-star reviewers

said!HOWEVER, the main premise of the story is so heavy and depressing, and I would imagine

quite unsettling for the average 9-year-old, that I cannot fathom giving it to my children to read

before they are at least in their teens. It does turn out happy in the end, which I'm glad

for--otherwise I don't think I could have handled it myself--but it sure is a heck of a ride to get there.

One that my children need not be exposed to at this point.Here's my spoiling summary, in case you

want to know what happens: It starts out with the dog old and decrepid and lying in a puddle of his

own urine, near death, and ready to go--keep in mind he's got human thought processes being

shared with the reader. Then it jumps back to the rest of the dog's life, during which the wife/mother

ignores symptoms of a brain tumor, then finally gets diagnosed, the husband is duped into letting his

wife live with her parents to live out her dying days (which turns out to be eight months), and even

further duped into letting the kindergartner live with them too, under the guise of her spending more

time with the dying mother. The husband is starting to be pushed out.
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